WHAT SOARING MEANS TO ME
To be a pilot is my life's dream.  I want to be a famous pilot someday and receiving the Youth Soaring Grant will help me achieve this.  The definition of soaring is: the act of soaring; An upward flight; To fly aloft with little effort, as a bird; To mount upward on wings, or as on wings; To fly by means of a glider or other unpowered aircraft; To rise, especially rapidly or unusually high; To rise in thought, spirits.  
For more than a century, people have been flying gliders.  Of the countless number of people that have seen gliders flying and wished to fly like a bird, only a relatively small number actually get to fly gliders.  I believe that people fortunate enough to fly gliders should spread their knowledge and teach others. That is what I would like to do.  I would like to eventually get to a level that I could help instruct and educate others about the joy of soaring. 
What does soaring means to me?  Soaring means that I get to be free. Soaring is a means for people to experience peaceful flight and therefore gain an interest and better understanding of aviation.  Our glider club has an annual event that raises money for local charities.  I have been able to participate in a couple of these now.  One of the things that I like most is that this event provides an opportunity for many people to experience glider flight that wouldn’t otherwise.  I enjoy seeing the joy that people experience when they take their first glider flight and feel the freedom of flight.

I live right next to the Chicago Glider Club and I try to help out there every day that I can.  I love helping out.  I enjoy taking gliders to the flight line and helping with the launches.  I also enjoy retrieving gliders after their flight, both from the runway and from the occasional land out.  

I am currently taking lessons at the Chicago Glider Club.  The more I learn about the technical aspects of soaring, the more I learn that soaring in a sailplane is also very much a art.  It is the best feeling when you are in control of the aircraft.  It makes you feel like you are able to do anything.  As I continue to train this upcoming season, I should hopefully be ready for my first solo flight.  To this date, I have relied on others to buy my flights.  Receiving the Youth Soaring Grant will provide me with the sense of freedom to pay for some of my own flights.  If I received the Youth Soaring Grant, I would be able to pay for another 10 to 20 flights and that would hopefully be enough to take me through solo. 
As I mentioned in the beginning of this essay, my plan after I solo is to continue to learn and one day become an instructor. My friends at school think that soaring is cool.  They always ask if one day I can teach them to fly in a glider.  One day, as an instructor I will be able to teach others, and help them experience the same amazing feeling of freedom that I have been fortunate enough to experience.  
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